
 

 

GAZELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Clerk:  Karen Peck, email: clerk@gazeleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
  
Chairman: Paul Kinnon 
 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING:  Meeting of Gazeley Parish Council 
TIME:    7pm    
DATE:    Wednesday 8thJuly 2026 
VENUE:                                      Gazeley Village Hall 
 
MEMBERS  7 
VACANCIES  0 
QUORUM  3  
 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: Councillor Kinnon Chair (PK), Grimwood (KG), Burnip (DB) . 8 members of the public and District Councillor Dicker (RD)..  

 
 

  
080726/1 TO RECORD APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 Councillor Raithatha, Jolly, Moatt and Connelly .  Apologies accepted. 
   

 080726/2 MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
   None were made. 
    
 080726/3 TO RECEIVE DISTRICT AND COUNY COUNCIL REPORTS  
  Suffolk County Councillor’s Report to Parish Councils – July 2026 

Local Government Reorganisation 
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) continues to be a significant issue for Suffolk. The County 
Council is pursuing a Judicial Review of the Government’s decision regarding the future structure of local 
government in Suffolk. 
A number of questions have been raised by councillors regarding the decision-making process, the legal 
basis for the challenge, the anticipated costs, and the arrangements for member scrutiny. Given the 
significance of the proposals and their long-term impact on local communities, many councillors have 
emphasised the importance of transparency and keeping residents informed. 
Climate Change 
The County Council has agreed to withdraw the Climate Emergency declaration originally made in 2019. 
While the declaration has changed, existing energy efficiency and carbon reduction projects continue. 
These initiatives have delivered significant savings in energy costs while reducing emissions from council 
operations. Members discussed the importance of ensuring that projects continue to provide both 
environmental and financial benefits for Suffolk residents. 
Cabinet Meetings and Scrutiny 
Changes were introduced to the way Cabinet meetings are conducted, including limiting councillors to 
one question per agenda item rather than the previous practice of allowing up to three. 
Some members expressed concerns that this could reduce opportunities for detailed scrutiny of 
decisions. Effective scrutiny remains an important part of local government and helps ensure decisions 
are properly examined on behalf of residents. 
A140 Earl Stonham Improvement Scheme 
Cabinet considered proposals to progress the A140 Major Road Network scheme at Earl Stonham. 
While there is broad recognition that improvements are needed at the junction, questions were raised 
regarding the proposed design, impacts on local communities, long-term effectiveness, and support for 
affected residents. Further work on the scheme will continue. 
Post-16 Transport Policy 
The Post-16 Travel Policy Statement for the 2026/27 academic year was considered by Cabinet. 
During discussion, members raised issues including: 

• Public participation in the consultation process. 

• Transport options available to young people living in rural communities. 

• Whether charging arrangements could be reviewed. 

• Support available for students with changing family circumstances. 

• Outcomes from independent travel training. 
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As your local County Councillor, I highlighted the challenges faced by students in rural areas where 
public transport options are often limited and sought reassurance that suitable transport arrangements 
remain available. 
EcoPower Suffolk Solar Farm Consultation 
Consultation has begun on the proposed EcoPower Suffolk solar farm and battery storage scheme in Mid 
Suffolk. 
The proposal has generated considerable interest across local communities. Issues raised include the 
impact on agricultural land, landscape, highways, biodiversity, heritage assets, battery storage, water 
resources and local infrastructure. 
Residents, businesses and parish councils are encouraged to review the consultation documents 
carefully and submit their views before the consultation closes. 
RAF Barnham 
Following the Government’s announcement regarding the proposed use of RAF Barnham to 
accommodate asylum seekers, councillors have sought further information about the proposals and their 
potential impact on local communities. 
Many questions remain regarding infrastructure, transport, public services and local consultation. 
Members continue to request clear information so residents can fully understand the proposals. 
Highways 
Bridleway Improvement – Bury St Edmunds to Horringer 
Work has started on resurfacing the bridleway between Horringer and Bury St Edmunds. 
The scheme will provide a safer off-road walking and cycling route linking the village with Bury St 
Edmunds and Ickworth Estate. It has been developed in partnership with local communities, the National 
Trust and Horringer-cum-Ickworth Parish Council, with completion expected later this summer. 
Surface Dressing Programme 
Suffolk Highways has begun its annual surface dressing programme across the county. 
Approximately 759,000 square metres of road will be treated during the programme. Surface dressing 
helps extend the life of roads, improves skid resistance and reduces the need for more extensive repairs 
in future. 
Residents are encouraged to observe temporary speed restrictions and follow signage where works are 
taking place. 
Adult Social Care 
The Care Quality Commission has again rated Suffolk County Council’s Adult Social Care services 
as “Good.” 
The inspection recognised the commitment of staff and partner organisations in supporting residents, 
while also identifying areas for continued improvement, including waiting times and support for unpaid 
carers. 
I would like to thank all staff, providers and partners for their continued dedication in delivering these vital 
services. 
Minerals and Waste Plan 
Work has begun on preparing a new Suffolk Minerals and Waste Plan. 
The first stage is a countywide “Call for Sites”, inviting landowners and operators to suggest potential 
sites for future mineral extraction and waste management. This is an early stage of the planning process, 
with further consultation taking place before any decisions are made. 
Apprenticeships 
Suffolk County Council has expanded its Apprenticeship Levy Support Scheme in partnership with 
Apprenticeships Norfolk. 
The initiative enables larger employers to transfer unused apprenticeship levy funding to smaller 
businesses, helping more employers recruit apprentices and invest in workforce development across 
Suffolk. 

 
District Council 
District Councillor Dicker provided a brief verbal report.  Key points raised included issues surrounding 
RAF Barnham, noting the District Council’s engagement with the Home Office.  Car Parking 1 Hour Free 
Parking now live. New Recycling collections teething issues, encouraging everyone to report issues to 
help shape the service. 

 
 080726/4 TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF: 13th May 2026  

The minutes from the Annual Meeting of Gazeley Parish Council were APPROVED unanimously as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting. Motion carried unanimously. Proposed PK Seconded KG  

 
080726/5 OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (15 minutes maximum) 

DB gave a brief update on The Forge in that West Suffolk DC Planning and Environmental Services had 
reviewed the situation and no further progress had been made.  DB requested RD assistance in obtaining 
a further meeting with the new Planning Lead to further progress the matter for the village. 



 

 

PK raised matters which included dog fouling in field areas, polite reminder to home owners regarding 
maintenance of trees and hedges/vegetation that boarder highways or footpath to be kept safe, trimmed 
and not to obstruct safe use. Highwood Crescent garages and their current condition had been raised 
with Building Control at West Suffolk as “dangerous buildings”. A reminder to all to continue to report 
highway and footpath defects using the Suffolk County Council “Report It” portal.  This is the only way to 
improve our roads and everyone is encouraged to raise reports. These matters will be added to the 
newsletter. 
It was noted the road markings have now been renewed on Higham Road but road closed signs are still 
in situ but not relevant. 
 

080726/6 COUNCIL BUSINESS 
a) The review the play area inspections reports received 

The repots had been reviewed and any necessary action taken. 
b) Update from the War Memorial Working Group 

The Working Group provided photographs of the proposed War Memorial incorporating the 
village sign, inscriptions and quotation also provided £5,215.62, also quote for the work all 
brickwork and slabs for £3,500. The Parish Council thanked the group for the information and 
suggested they seek grant funding and planning advise. 

c) To discuss and agree a response to the West Suffolk Planning Policy Consultations 
The Parish Council will review the questionnaire and look to respond before the deadline on 28th 
July 2026.  DB to action. 

d) To ratify the emergency repair to the play area fencing 
Wooden gate at the entrance to the play park at the top of Stubbings Lane was reported to need 
urgent repair/replacement. Emergency quotation sought due to nature of repair and location and 
unanimously RESOLVED to ratify the repair works quotation from Ivan Ellis for the sum of 
£450.00 (including removal of waste and materials).  Motion carried unanimously. 

e) To receive Play Ground Charitable Trust Update 
It was unanimously agreed to keep the Trust live and administered by KG. 
        Proposed KG Seconded PK 

f) To receive Gazeley Gazette Update 
PK updated that a meeting with the representatives of the Gazeley Event Committee is arranged 
for 4th August 2026 at 7.30pm. Further update to be provided at Septembers meeting. 

 
080726/7 FINANCE 

➢ To approve payments, income, and bank reconciliation up to 30th June 2026 
May 
HMRC, Staffing and Expenses     £645.14 
Gazeley Village Hall - Grant      £1000.00 
Gazeley Church – Grant      £1000.00 
SP Landscapes – Grounds April     £582.00 
Lloyds – Service Charge      £4.25 
June 
HMRC, Staffing and Expenses     £479.39 
Red Shoes Accounting - payroll     £52.20 
SP Landscapes – Grass Cutting     £1362.00 
Lloyds – service charge      £4.25 
Income  
Lloyds – Bank Interest      £17.75 
Lloyds  - Bank Interest      £15.61 
HMRC VAT Reclaim      £406.47 
All payments, income and bank reconciliations we approved unanimously. Motion carried.  
         Proposed PK Seconded DB 

 
0807526/8 PLANNING  
   TO DISCUSS 
  None  
 
080726/9 DIARY DATES –16th September 2026, 7pm Gazeley Village Hall 
 
 Meeting closed at 19.38 
 
 
………………………………………   ……………………………………………  
K Peck       P Kinnon 



 

 

Karen Peck      Paul Kinnon 
Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer   Chair 
Gazeley Parish Council    Gazeley Parish Council 
 
Dated: To be signed at the next Full Parish Council meeting in September 2026. In draft format until this date. 


